Appendix for lessons Brief outline of lesson sequence

Critically evaluate websites for research 

Using the following websites, students use set criteria to evaluate how reputable the site is.

http://chineseculture.about.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Wall_of_China
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/438
Criteria

(Reference - http://www.lesley.edu/library/guides/research/evaluating_web.html)

Purpose…..the main aim and purpose of the site. This should be very clear as soon as you open the site. Look at the URL, websites can be:
· Commercial (.com)

· Informative

· Educational (.edu…as in this site)

· Government (.gov)

· ~ sometimes a personal site. The tilde (this ~) in the URL (eg. ninemsngroups)

· .org (charitable organisation or other lobby group)

Authority….what authority does the author of the site have?

· Who is the author, what are his or her qualifications or credentials, does he or she have authority to speak on the subject? How do we know?

· Is there a way to reach the author? (eg email contact)

· Are there any advertisments on the site? (eg. google ads or other banner type advertisments?) What might this mean if there are??

Objectivity.
· Does the content reflect bias?

· Is this bias explicit or is it hidden?

· Does the identity of the author or sponsors suggest bias?

· If there is bias, does this have an influence on the usefullness of the information?

Currency
· Is the information on the page up to date?

· Does it indicate when the site or page was last updated?

· Do all the links work?

Responsibility.
· Do the authors give credit for information used?

· Is there a reference list?

Clarity…how clearly is the information presented?
· Is the information clearly presented?

· Is the text clear and easy to read? (font size and style) Are paragraphs formatted correctly? Is there too much text?

· Do the graphics support the content or distract from it?

· Are the pages well organized (balance between text and graphics)

Accessibility….Is the site easy to use?
· Can you get into the site?

· Does the site load quickly?

· Is the navigation easy to follow?

· Can you get to the home page from every page in the site?

· Do you have to install special plug ins to view some content

Using the following websites using the Four resources model linked to focus on travel blogs – focus on critical literacy questioning

http://www.islandreefjob.com/
http://www.guilinchina.blogspot.com/
http://gochina.about.com/b/
http://emilstravels.blogspot.com/
	Mapping critical and visual literacy to create travel blogs using Four Resources model - Overview

	Code Breaker – How do I crack this code?
	Meaning Maker – lessons which allow the students to understand the explicit and implicit meaning of the text using their prior knowledge and socio-cultural background.

	· Decoding skills required to read the language of websites.
· How is the site structured?

· Where is the navigation?

· What does this icon mean?

· What is the specific meta-language of websites?..focus on.
· What do the images mean?

· Are the images close up shots/low angle etc?

· What colours have been used?

· How do I make comments on the blog?
	· Predicting what the text is about
· What message is communicated? Is this direct or implied?

· How do you feel as you read these blogs?

· How do the images make you feel?

· What other information do the images convey to you?

· What kind of language is used?

· What is the main idea of the text?

· How are people represented in the texts?

· Are the people represented like anyone you know?

	Text user
	Text critic – questions which develop the readers ability to critically analyse the construction of the text in terms of author intention, beliefs, values, ideologies, inclusions and omissions.

	· What are the features and structures of the text?

· How has the text been constructed?

· What type of words are used?

· Does the text belong to a specific genre? If so, what?

· What is the purpose of this type of text?

· If this text was to be written as a book, how would it look? How else could this text have been written? How would the language change?

· Does the text contain information?

· Does the reader need to bring knowledge to understand the text?

· How is this text different to…..??

· How are age, gender and social groups depicted?


	· What does the text tell us about the author? (eg. What values and view of the world do you think the author holds?) How do we know?
· Does the author assume we hold those views? How can we tell?

· How would the text be different if it was written by someone from a different cultural background?

· What is fact, what is opinion?

· Why do you think the author uses certain types of words?

· Are there stereotypes represented in the text?

· How is the reader positioned when reading the text?

· Is anything missing from the text?

· Does the text display bias?




